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that might arise from differences with the material not
previously constellated. For this reason an attitude that
has been formed out of a far-reaching process of equalization
is an especially lasting one. Daily psychological experience
offers proof of this statement. Most intense conflicts, if
overcome, leave behind a sense of security and rest, or a
brokenness, that it is scarcely possible to disturb again, or
to cure, as the case may be. But on the other hand, it needs
just these widely split opposites and their conflagrations
for the production of valuable and permanent results. Since
our experience is confined to relatively closed systems,1
we are never in the position to observe an absolute psycho-
logical entropy ; but the more complete the isolation of the
psychological system is, the more clearly is the phenomenon
of entropy manifested. We can see this particularly well
in those mental disturbances which are characterized by an
extreme seclusion from the environment* The so-called
' dulling of affect' of dementia praecox, or schizophrenia,
is to be understood as a phenomenon of entropy. The same
also applies to all those so-called degenerative phenomena
which develop into psychological attitudes that permanently
exclude all connexions with the world around. Similarly,
such voluntarily directed processes as directed thought or
feeling can be viewed as relatively closed psychological
systems. These functions are based on the principle of the
exclusion of the inappropriate, or unsuitable, which could
bring about a deviation from the chosen way* The elements
that' belong ' are left to the action of mutual equilibration,
and meanwhile are protected from outside, disturt>ing
influences* Thus after some time they reach their * probable'
condition, which manifests its firmness, for example, in a
' lasting' conviction, or in a * deeply ingrained * view-point,
etc. How firmly rooted such things are can be tested by
anyone who attempts to dissolve such a structure, for example,
1 A system is absolutely closed when energy from without can no
longer be fed into it.   Only in such a case can entropy occur*

